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METBERSHIF
Meombership fees for 1982 for residenis in Austzalia, ¥2; in Hew Bealand
ard Hew Guinea, $3; other momboro wishing rewsletters sent airmail, $10, or
mriled ot sueface rates, $%5; Australion institutions, $3 overseas
iratitutions, $8, surface mail. If possible subssriptions should be mads cut
in Auatralian dollara.

Information concerning mewbe_ghip will be svailable from the new editor,
Mr Richard Fsulder; Yanco sgricultural Research Station, Tanco, N.5.W. E70j.

ARTICLES

All a¥ticlse should be sent to the sditer at the sbove address and ahould
be conoiaely written and neatly typed. Hew names of taxa must not be used in
this publicatien wntil ther are published in the fomm that fulfills the code
of the International Commission for Zcological Nomenclaturs.

FEOPLE

HEW EDITOR. Mr Richerd Faulder fee sbove addrese) has generously accepted
the editorship of Australasien Arschoclogy while the outgoing editor in Hew
¥York during 1983. Richard's provicus experience in editing similar newslettersa
will epsure that the 'whola shew? ia run aovewhat more profesaicnally tham I
have done,. =Robert J. Reven.

Outguing editor, Dr Rubert J. Baven, will apend 19€3 in Hew York expanding
his knowledge of teroncoic and curatorial procedures while he leamms more of
mygalomorph spiders fron other parts of the world and thelr relaticnships  with
sustralisn mygeloworphs. During 1993; Robert will be visiting other Horth
Anerican museuns insluding the Museum of Comparstive Zoology, Horvard Univeraisy,
and will attsnd the Internaticnal Comgreas of Arschnelagy £n ba held in Panasa
during hugiat 1=8. Turing 1984, Hobert will be working at the Australian Natiomal
Insect Collection, C.5.1.R.0., Canberra, expending hia and thence genersl know-
ledge of Austrelien spiders. The preclse subject of Rebert¥s 19084 research is
probably evelving now. A8 cutgoing editor I preecent my editorial belew,

Dr Barbars York Main, arachnologically celebrated authoress and spider
blologiet, has received suppors from an Austrslicn Biologlcsl Rescurces Study
grant., Ae one of Ausiralia's foremoat arachnologiots, Barbara will no doubt
be 'ble to incresse her output and we will be anlightened in many Interesting
BECRY.

I Andy Austin, having been awmarded his PhoD, i3 now in cesidence at
the Commonweslth Institute of Entoiclogy, Londom.

EECEHT FOBLICATIONS OH AUSTAALASTAN ARACHNOLOGE

Davies, V. Todd. 1982. Incola nov. gen., & web-bullding pisasurdd [ Armnemses
Fispuridee) fron northemm Australis with deacriptions of thres opesica.
Mom, @d. Mua. 20(3), 479-B&,

Jackson, R.R. 1982. The biclogy of Portis fimbroata, a web-building jumping
gplder {ﬁ.rmaaa,ﬁalt'.ci.d.w] from dueenslands intrespecilic interactions.
J. zool., Lond (1902) 196, 295=309.

Jackson, E.He & A.D. Blest. 1982, The biology of Portia fipbrinte, & web-building
spider [irsness,Sslticidae) fron Queenslandr utilization of webs and
predatory versatility. J. zool. ,Lende (1962) 196, 255-93.
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Lavi, H.W. 9182. The spider genera Peechrus and Fecenis [(AraneserPsschridae).
Pacific Insects 24,114=1H.

I..ﬂ‘l'j... Hi‘l, Yula I.ﬂbiﬂi & H-!HI Rﬂbmm- 19524 T.D' ELEW .ﬂ!“ﬂm@ﬂ I'Dﬂl:iﬂﬂ
from Papua New Guines with notza om other theridiid spiders (Aransas:
Theridiidas). Pacific Insecta 24, 105-13.

Muckmore, W.B. 1982. . The genus (Pseudoscorpionidar Garypidase).
Pacific Insects 24, 159-63.

Muchmora, W.Be 1982, A now covernicolous Scthrochbthoniug f-ox Australia
{Pseuicmenrpicnidss Chthoniidan), Paoific Insecta 24, 156-A.

Raven, E.J. 1982. Beviews Bocological Biogeography of Auslralim, = A. Eenst
{=d.). 1981, Monograghie Biologicas, Volume 415 Dr ®. Junk, The
Hague. xix + 2142 pp. $495.00, Syst. Eool J1(2),1982, 229-233.

Haven, BE.Je 1962. Un the oygalonorph spider genws Xamiatus Haven (Diplurineet
Bipluridas) with the description of a new species, Mew. @4, Mus,.
Eﬂfs}. 4T3-Tda

Raven, H.J. 1982. Bystematics of the Australian mygalomorph spider genus
Ixsnatus Simon (Fiplurinpes Dipluridsgs Chelicerata). Auat, J.
Zool. (1902) 30,1035=61.

HEW BOOES

Preliminary Handbook for spider fdentification. A guide to the important
catalogs, Hecent fumily and generie revisions with supraspecific keys to
gpidera of America north of Mexioo. By Dr Vincent D, Roth. 1982,

Although an inexpensive production (85), this handbook of over 100
pages 1s slready an invalusble starting point fur American arschnologista.
The author disgneses 52 families and keya 358 geners. Eoya to fonilico arc
alac given, Beesuse of the fermat of the book - treated by familiea din
gections that do not run m = allows esay updating without complete reprint-
ing. Ewan though this book is on American apidera, I highly recommend it
to (literature-starved) Australisn arachnologists not only becanse a good
nucber of genera trested are common to Auwstralia but also because it is a
valuable and interesting publicetion.

Tre book 1a available from Dr Vineent D. Both, Resl!dent Director,
Foutheestern Research Station, Portal |, Arizcoas, £5632, D.3.4, for the
princiely sum of 5 08 = laking into account surface mail costs and exchange
rates I sugcest Australimae send $8 Aust.

WAITED: BOLAS SPIIERS [DICEOSTICHUS SPP.)

M3 Denagy CGlyne and Mx Jiz Prazgier of Unntis Wildlife Pilmas need live
apecimens of Diorostichus species, prefevebly D. magnifious but D. furcatus
will do. Tha spidars will be vsed as a part of acme films on Auatralian
apidera for english television. The above producers are prepared to pay a
segrch fea end postage and toey do not mind how cany they get, However, if
females have sgg-sacs they too should be sent but egg-saca alone are of
little help. The spiders should be sent to Mantis Wildlife Pilma Pty Ltd,

14 Tayloras Bd, Dural, £154, N.5.W. (Eiitor's remarks 1 hope members with
assist this project because any intersat that Australian spibrs generate will
be beneficial tu the Society mnd its members.)

AUSTRALIAN SPIDER TAXORDMY TH REVIEW

Hobars J. Raven
3 Dickson Toa, Hamilton, 4007,Gusensland.

This yoor marks my teath year of involvement in Australien arachnology
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and this is my tenth issue ¢f Australmaian iracknology. Therefora, T am take
this cpportunity to de aome accounting and review the field.

My firot activity in arachnologr was %3 conpile a lismt of Austrelian apiders
frem Bonmet's (1930-1954) Bibliogeaphia Arensorum. Because a subject arss can—
nnt progress indepeadent of fts taxonomy, it ia there that I direct my attention.
Unleas otherwine atated, toe following comments refor to the status by 1339,

About 1440 speciee known to Australia wers deacribed. Tha top ten adthors in
dracending esder of contributicon of new specles (see Appendix I for details) were
L. Koch, Simon, Keyoerling, Rainbow, Hogg, Thorsell, Pulleine (both alone and with
Bainbow), Kmrach, 0, Pickard-Cambridge and Hickmanj the remaining 160 oF a0 spopgies
wora described by about 37 muthors. The pragent Australian spidar fauna ineludes
about 71 families (see Appendix T1). That number may be high or low (hy about 5
to 10] depending upon how much you knew snd whether you accept ons or another
clasaification, There have no overall reviewa or major revisions since Simon's
(1892-1903) 'Hiatoire nsturalle das araigness'y however, Lehtinen [1967) included
Australian taxe but did not revise species (some say,or genera) in tha cribellats
familigs, Backsy(1973 and subsequently) has been revising the Lycosidae, and
Rawven (1978,1980) revised the Hexathelidam, Ae about 78 of the above fami feas
contain no more than 2 oo popaibly ) genara, the largeat task is the remaining
4} Fanilies.

Beacausa about two=thirds of the Australisn specles known to 19319 wars describ-
ed in German, latin or French In publicationa of wery limited availability, the
centres of parious texonomic research in Aueiralia le probably only about 5, if
that many. But that number becomes reduced considerably if Lt is considered that
“‘J’iliﬂmﬂr}" Bpid&l‘ tARX ooy nmeeds the initiml gulidlng hond of expecicooe in spider
taxonomy. Wow it is partially evideant mhy spider taxonomy in hustralis is oo
naglected. Interested studentes either strugsle with incemplats and inadequatas
popolar publioantiona ar giva upl Through oniveraitiss other peasibilities become
available. But there are only twg spider arachnologiste with the neceszary linka
to univeraities - D¢ Valerie Davies, Queensland Mussum, Brisbane, and Dr Barbara
York Main, Zoology Department, University of Weetern Auetralia, Nedlands. Although
the number of spider-knowledgesble curators in Australis's museums ia also two -
the ether being Mr Hichsel Gray, Australian Museum, Sydney - curatora responsible
for arachnida are usually helpful to $heee struggling amatou=za. (13 should be
gdded here that amateure need no more feel defensiva of thair status than nay
professiconals feel aggressive sbout theira. Leat we forgeti an annteur built the
Ark and profassionale built the Titanie.)

Thus, the general situntion in Auwstralian spider taxonomy is poor. There are
virtuslly ne foundation revisions, The important early litersture i1s not ceadily
available and then must be tranalated. There are fow contres of reaearch and
with ever-inzreasing univeralty ocut-backs, the situation will not improve. What
can be done? FPot-boiler papers desoribing a few spscies and one or two genera
muy bLe wseful and easy btut obwicualy +that is aft the expenae of reviaiona of
families and superfamilies which muat be of highest pricrity. But large revisions
pre generally expensive and carn only be undertaken with considerables financial and
ataff support and with the co-operation of fellow armchnologiats = that ia the
realm of the professicnal, The publication of a Catmlogue of Auatralian spidexrs
will be an invaluable important step; perhaps, the primary compilers of that
catalogue will aleo undertake the revisions if they have not already btegun to do
po. Clearly, without those revisions or some sort of authoritative overall review
praneclogy in Anstralia will not rise toc its real position of medical and econtm=
ic mignificance and will remain the  handmaiden of entomology.

APPENDIX T. Spidara found in Australia EEA'\. 300 .gnc'l.nfnj « Authore with specien
described and percentage of total in 1939 in brackets: L. Koch, 42?1&29.3 3

Simon, 212(14.8); Keyserling, 14ﬂ[1t:.¢§| Rainbew,134{9.1); Hogg, 105(7.3); Thorell,
£5(4,5)1 Pulleine (and with Aainbow},62(4.3); Karsch,36(2.5); 0. Pickerd-Cambridgs,
33(2.3)y Hiekman,25(1.7)s abowt 3T other muthora, 159 (13.1).
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AFPENDIN II. Austeoalian soider families.

Kygalomorphae (7)1  Actinopodidas,Barychelidae, Cteniszidme, Dipluridae,
Hegathelidas, Migidas, Theraphosidme, i

Araneomorphae (A4, given in broad taxonemic groups)s
Giradungulidas, Hickmaniidas, Megsdictynidse
Dincpidae, Dictynidas*, imaurcbiidas, Peechridae, Uloboridas, Desidas,
Wicodamidae, Amaurcbioldae, Stiphidiidae, Amphinectidas*, Heolanidasa®,
Filiatatidae, Oecobiidae, {* venotes fanilies based on New Zealand species
but presused to heve Austrolian repressntatives).
Agelinidae, Hohniidae, Hersiliidae, Zodariidae, Palpimonidae, Pissuridae,
Dolomedidae, lycosidas, Uxyopidae, Sicariidae, Theridildae, Fhololdas,
Linyphiidar, Archoeidaa, Mecyemaucheniidse, iraneidae, Mimelidae, Cyathol=
ipidee, Tetragnathidae, Hestlcidae, Erigonidas.
Dyaderidas, Oonopidas, Hadrotarsidae, Oraclobidae, Symphytognothidac,
Anapidas, Mysmenidae, Theridiceomatidae, Segestriidae, Loromcelidas,
Oehyroanecntidan, Seytodidan, Tetrablemmidae.
Ctenidae, Gnaphosidae, 3parassidae, Selencpidae, Thomisidae, Clubienidae,
Selticidas, Toxepidee, Cyoloctenidan, Liceranidae, Hiturgidas, Zoridse,
Lyasomanidne, Prodidomidas,

REFERZSCES

Bonuet,P. 1939-1%01, Bitliograshis iranecrum. Toulouse, 1=3, 1=5058.

Lehtinen, DPT. 197, Clessification of the cribellste apiders and some allied
families, wit. notea on the evelution of the suborder Asaneomorpha.
Ann. #ool. Pann. 4,199=468.

KcKay, Rale 1973 The Wolf Spidera of Australia (Araneser Lycesidaelst. The
Bicolor group. Sem Qd, Mus. 16030, 375-98.

Raven, H.J. 1378. Systenatics of the spider subfamily Hexathelinee (Dipluridaes
¥ygalomorphast Arachnida). Aust, J, Zool. Buppl. Ser. 05, 1-T3.

Raven, H.J. 1380, The evolution and biogeography of the mygalonorph spider
tamily Bexathetidame (Avangas, Chelicerata). J. arachmol. 8,251-66.
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FEE IHCREASE FOA 1583

Although fees for 1981 are not dua for a eouple of monthe, I must
indicate that an increase is necessary, However, the increase tmly affecta
Auvstralisn, New Guinea and New Zealand mesbers. (L full review of costs
will be undertaken in early 1984,) The present increase is 8 direct result of the
ireresse -in the cost of ordinary letter mall from 20c when the newsletter
was started in 1979 to the presant cost of 27ce That incresse is perallelled
by a proportionately lacger increase in bulk mailing cosata and is sggrevaied
by the annual $20 fee Australia Poat demands for registration of newalatters.
If we are to benefit from reduced rate mailing we must pest at leaat 182
articles per year within Austealia. At present we do that enaily (240-230).
However,a rumber of membzrs are unfinancial snd that places an addedc burden
on the society . T¢ keep the newsletter funds bouysant the fees for
Australian mecbers iz increased to the princely sum of $3j ard for Hew
Zealand and Hew Guinea members should pay 24.

TOUE PAESENT PINANCIAL STATUS

If the below contradicts your knowledge of the fasts you should write to
Mr Faulder giving him the approximste date that you paid and how you paid,
for example, cash, money ovder, chequs. I the statement ia correct then please



for example, cash, money, cheque, If the statement is correct then
please rectify or the next newsletter will not arcive.

TOT HAVE A DERIT OF

$:0 46 $5 84 %2 1

TOI ARE PATD UP ANT ¥OU ARE L CAREFOL MEMBFR

YO HAYVE A CAEDIT OF
&40 $70 E10+  §5 ¥ £1

SIME TMPORTANT HEFERENCES IN AUSTHALIAY ARAMBOLOGY

Hock, L. 1B£5. Beachreibungen neuer Arachniden und Myrispoden. Verh.
zool.-bot Ges Wian, 15,9. 857-92.

Hech, L. and E. Heyserling. {u:. two maparate aithore in one wolume) 167118533,

Die arachniden austreliens, nach der natur beschreibaen wnd
ahgehildaet. MNurnharg, 1AT1-1883, pp.1-14A9,p), I-CXXTITI.

Simon, B« 1852 <1903, Histoire palurslle des araignees. Jewxiewms ed.
Paris, 1092-1503, 2 tomes in & parta.

Eore references will be given in lTuture Lssucs.

blank because no-ons has eontributed. The newaletter neads contribuoticns
more than it necd muneys 3o pick up you pens wed lek us Lry to let esach
vlther know what of interest is going onl

The next 2 peges are




